METHODS OF CLASSIFYING
· What is classification?

Organizing things into certain categories is classification. 

The science of classifying organisms is known as taxonomy
· Why do Scientists Classify?

- Almost 2 million kinds of organisms on Earth

- Need to keep organized! (Easier to study!)

Classification = process of grouping things based on their similarities
Taxonomy = scientific study of how living things are classified
· What is a scientific name?
- Combination of the genus and species name of an organism
· Scientific names of organisms are always italicized or underlined:  (Genus is capitalized; species name is lower-case)

Questions
1. What is classification?



2. Why is classifying living things important?



3. What is taxonomy?

Seven classification groups of living things

King Philip Came Over For Good Spaghetti.
· 7 Levels of Classification

Kingdom 

broadest level

Phylum



Class

Order

Family

Genus 

Species

most specific
KINGDOMS
MONERA -  bacteria


PROTIST -  one celled organisms and algae


PLANT – trees, flowers and grasses


ANIMAL – vertebrates and invertebrates


FUNGI - mushrooms
CLASSIFYING TREES

CONIFEROUS & DECIDUOUS TREES

There are over 270 000 different types of plants on Earth!

All trees fall into either:

 Coniferous trees (which bear cones and are evergreen)

or Deciduous trees (which shed their leaves)
